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He reassured them that they could
still have the lives they dreamed of,
and his words had weight because he
was living proof that that was possible.

He would wink and joke: Listen, hav-
ing an amputation is better than hav-
ing a puppy. Trust me, you won’t have
any trouble getting the ladies.

And then he would answer any ques-
tions they had because he knew they
needed to hear from someone who had
already journeyed on the road they
were about to travel.

For years, Tom and El came into
Walter Reed every Tuesday and Thurs-
day without fail. E1 was known as the
Cookie Lady because she would bring
in dozens of homemade cookies that
she collected from folks at her church.

For those of us who were in the hos-
pital a long time, El knew our favor-
ites. Mine were oatmeal raisin. If I was
at physical therapy or in surgery or
getting my wounds debrided when El
made her rounds, she would make sure
to leave a little bag of cookies by my
bedside table. It was a real treat in the
midst of the painful, early stages of re-
covery—something to look forward to
every week.

Tom and El. El and Tom. The two of
them became family for all of us. They
would bring me and my husband to
their lakeside home, feed us home-
cooked meals, and let me fall asleep in
their hammock overlooking the water,
knowing the good that getting out of
that fluorescent-lit hospital room
would do me.

As someone who loved and was des-
perately missing the ocean, I can’t
begin to describe how restorative those
days by the lake were.

There are no words for how right it
felt to be drifting off to sleep to the
sound of waves hitting the shore rather
than to the beeps and the buzz of the
hospital machines that had been my
nightly soundtrack for too long.

And there is no possible way to ex-
press just how grateful I am to Tom
and El for making that a possibility;
for giving me a taste of home, right
when I felt most like a stranger to my-
self; for enveloping me in something
good and whole right when I felt
untethered from what I felt was my
life’s mission; and for simply being who
they were—kind and fierce, as compas-
sionate for the people they loved as
they were passionate about the causes
that they believed in.

They were our advocates, our heroes,
our Tom and our EI.

I am so sorry for your loss, El. We
miss Tom every single day. Thank you
both for all you did for me and what
you did for all of us. We miss you des-
perately.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

NOMINATION OF KETANJI BROWN JACKSON

Mr. REED. Madam President, we are
debating the President’s nominee to
succeed Justice Stephen Breyer, who
has served this country admirably and
with great distinction.
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As a law student, I was fortunate to
have Justice Breyer as an adviser, and
I remain grateful for his guidance, en-
couragement, and counsel as I began
my legal career. I have immense re-
spect and admiration for him as a Jus-
tice, but even more so as a person.

When Justice Breyer announced his
retirement, I stated my belief that the
next Justice on the Supreme Court
should be someone with Justice
Breyer’s integrity, independence, and
keen intellect—someone with real-
world experience who reflects the depth
and breadth of the American people.
You could not find someone who better
fits that description than Judge
Ketanji Brown Jackson, and I rise
today in wholehearted support of her
nomination to the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court is a powerful ar-
biter of justice in our Nation, with few
checks on the decisions of the Justices
once they are on the Court. Therefore,
a vote on a Supreme Court nominee is
one of the most consequential that any
Senator can cast. The Constitution
makes the Senate an active partici-
pant, along with the President, in the
confirmation of a Supreme Court Jus-
tice.

Article II, section 2, clause 2 of the
Constitution states that nominees to
the Supreme Court shall only be con-
firmed ‘“‘by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Senate.” The Senate’s
role in the confirmation process places
an important democratic check on
America’s judiciary. As a result, this
body’s consent is both a constitutional
requirement and a democratic obliga-
tion. It is in upholding our constitu-
tional duties as Senators to give the
President advice and consent on his
nominations that I believe we have one
of our greatest opportunities and re-
sponsibilities to support and defend the
Constitution of the United States.

As I have stated before, my test for a
nominee is simple and is drawn from
the text, the history, and the principles
of the Constitution. A nominee’s intel-
lectual gifts, experience, judgment,
maturity, and temperament are all im-
portant, but these alone are not
enough. I need to be convinced that a
nominee for the U.S. Supreme Court
will live up to both the letter and spirit
of the Constitution. The nominee needs
to be committed not only to enforcing
laws but also to doing justice.

The nominee needs to be able to
make the principles of the Constitution
come alive—equality before the law,
due process, full and equal participa-
tion in the civic and social life of
America for all Americans, freedom of
conscience, individual responsibility,
and the expansion of opportunity. The
nominee also needs to see the unique
role the Court plays in helping balance
the often conflicting forces in a democ-
racy between individual autonomy and
the obligations of community, between
the will of the majority and the rights
of the minority. A nominee for the Su-
preme Court needs to be able to look
forward to the future, not just back-
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wards. The nominee needs to make the
Constitution resonate in a world that
is changing with great rapidity.

Judge Jackson passes these tests
with flying colors. Beyond her unques-
tioned intellectual gifts, her legal ca-
reer over the past two decades dem-
onstrates that she has the deep fidelity
to equality, justice, and the Constitu-
tion required to be our next Supreme
Court Justice.

We want Justices to be familiar with
the Federal court system. Judge Jack-
son is. Indeed, soon after law school,
Judge Jackson chose to clerk at three
levels of the Federal courts, gaining
valuable insights into the courtroom
and learning directly from incredible
jurists, including Judge Bruce Selya of
Rhode Island, who was President Rea-
gan’s nominee to the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the First Circuit, as well as
Justice Breyer himself.

We want Justices to understand that
a guilty verdict involves the hard task
of deciding the appropriate punish-
ment. So while many of her law school
classmates likely plotted paths to law
firm partnerships, she chose instead to
serve as Assistant Special Counsel and,
later, Commissioner and Vice Chair at
the TU.S. Sentencing Commission,
working to prevent unjust disparities
in sentencing.

We want Justices to embody the fun-
damental notion of fairness at the
heart of our justice system, that de-
fendants have a right to counsel and
must be proven guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt. So Judge Jackson chose to
serve as a Federal public defender. If
confirmed, she will bring this valuable,
real-life perspective to our highest
Court, where it is very much needed.

Over the past 10 years, first as a dis-
trict judge and then as a circuit judge,
Judge Jackson has been evenhanded
and impartial in her decisions from the
bench, without regard to partisanship,
personal views, or ideology. Her opin-
ions showcase an admirable commit-
ment not only to fairness but to trans-
parency. She takes the time to ensure
that the parties fully understand her
rulings and that the record clearly cap-
tures her thought process in deciding a
case. She does not hide the ball—there
are facts, there are arguments, and ev-
eryone is invited to read and under-
stand them.

Beyond her career choices and acco-
lades, she demonstrated her judgment,
maturity, and equanimity during her
recent confirmation hearings. In the
face of hours of questioning, some of it
quite pointed, political, and
discomfiting, she showed incredible pa-
tience, resilience, and grace. Her inde-
pendence, integrity, and deep under-
standing of the Constitution shined
through in her answers. Her cool in
that crucible was not only admirable,
it was inspiring.

Judge Jackson is a trailblazer, not in
the least because she is the first Black
woman and first Federal public de-
fender nominated to the Supreme
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Court. While her individual accom-
plishments are personal, Judge Jack-
son’s elevation to the U.S. Supreme
Court will bring America closer to the
ideal our country aspires to. Her serv-
ice on the Supreme Court in the years
to come will ensure that the Justices
better reflect the diversity of our great
nation and may help restore the peo-
ple’s faith in the fairness of the Court
and in our justice system.

It is with great pleasure that I sup-
port her nomination to the highest
Court in the land and urge my col-
leagues to do the same.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ENERGY

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
come to the floor today to talk about
the need for more American energy.

On Thursday, President Biden an-
nounced that he is going to release
even more oil from the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve. To me, this is an-
other desperate Hail Mary pass. It is a
short-term effort to deal with their
midterm election crisis. It is a crisis
that has been created by the policies of
this administration.

The real crisis is the cost-of-living
crisis, and it is a crisis that is pun-
ishing American families. Inflation is
at a 40-year high. Gas prices recently
hit the highest price ever. Why is it
happening? It is economics 101. The
supply of energy is not keeping up with
the demand for energy.

We are now producing about 1.3 mil-
lion barrels of oil per day fewer—less—
than we were in 2019. Yet, for the last
14 months that Joe Biden has been in
the White House, he has done abso-
lutely nothing to increase the supply of
American energy. He has not sold one
lease to produce energy on public
lands—not one. President Obama, at
this time into his first term, had al-
ready held 47 Federal lease sales—in
his first 14 months in office. For Joe
Biden, the number is still zero.

This just shows that when it comes
to energy, Joe Biden is to the far, far
left of any previous American Presi-
dent. Joe Biden is already the most
anti-American energy President we
have ever had. He refuses to do any of
the things that would actually help our
country in terms of our energy needs.
He won’t increase oil production by a
single drop. No. He wants to release
some from the strategic reserve but
not actually produce any more Amer-
ican energy.

What he is essentially doing is burn-
ing through our savings account. This
is now the third time that President
Biden has released energy from the
strategic reserve. He is on pace to burn
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through a third of our oil savings in
less than 2 years in office. Soon, we are
going to have the smallest amount in
our reserve, the smallest amount in
our savings account, since 1984.

In November, Joe Biden conducted
the largest release in history from the
strategic reserve. He released 50 mil-
lion barrels. So what was the result?
He made a big announcement of it. The
Secretary of Energy did as well. The
price of gas went down by 2 cents—2
cents. The White House was so proud of
itself that they actually sent out a
press release congratulating them-
selves. Prices went back up almost im-
mediately. The result was an utter fail-
ure. So now Joe Biden said he is going
to release 180 million barrels over the
next 6 months, which is a million bar-
rels a day for the next 180 days—in
other words, between now and right be-
fore the elections.

The strategic reserve is meant for
emergencies. It is not meant for the
cynical, political coverup of what the
President has done to our American en-
ergy policy. Some people call it an
election-year gimmick. I call it dan-
gerous—dangerous because Wwe are
going to be less prepared for emer-
gencies and be less secure as a nation.
We will be less safe.

Now, 180 million barrels sounds like a
lot. It is about the amount we use on
an average of 9 or 10 days. We use
about 20 million barrels a day in the
United States. We are currently im-
porting a lot more than that.

Even the President admits that it
won’t have a big impact, but he doesn’t
know what else to do. On Thursday, he
said this would reduce prices by as lit-
tle as 10 cents a gallon. We are still
over $4 a gallon nationwide in terms of
the national average. I expect it is
going to remain that high, over $4 a
gallon, through the summer.

So who do the American people
blame for this? Well, in poll after poll,
they blame Joe Biden because he is the
one who proudly stood there and beat
his chest and said: I have killed the
Keystone XL Pipeline.

The day Joe Biden took office, gaso-
line was $2.38 a gallon. America was en-
ergy independent for the first time in
70 years. We were energy dominant. We
were exporting energy. We were selling
it to our friends instead of having to
buy it from our enemies. Joe Biden
took office and started attacking
American energy, and things have de-
teriorated ever since.

That is why it is no surprise that en-
ergy and gas prices were up 13 out of
the last 14 months. By the time Vladi-
mir Putin invaded Ukraine, the aver-
age price of a gallon of gas had gone up
from $2.38 gallon to $3.53 a gallon. So it
was already up over $1.15 a gallon in
just over that first year in office for
President Biden. Today, the average
price of a gallon of gas is about $4.18.

Prices may actually go higher if Joe
Biden gets his way in terms of energy
policy. That is because, when the
President put out his budget, we found

S1963

he wants to raise taxes on American
energy. The budget that the President
has proposed for the next year contains
36 new taxes, and 11 of them are di-
rectly on American energy. It would
cost about $45 billion, which, of course,
would be carried on to the people who
buy American energy. It would be paid
by working families in the form of
higher gas prices, higher oil bills. It
would cost more to heat your home.

Even NANCY PELOSI, when she looked
at the budget, said:

Consumers pay for that.

On Thursday, Joe Biden asked Con-
gress to charge fees on o0il and gas
leases that aren’t even being used.
Now, this is another gimmick. People
want to use those leases, but the ad-
ministration is blocking the permis-
sion to drill to use the leases. This is
just a continuation of the Biden blame
game.

If you want to explore for energy in
America, the lease is just the first step,
the first of many. You need to apply
for a permit to drill. In Wyoming, peo-
ple know all about this. They call it an
APD, an application for the permission
to drill. You have to pay to apply after
you have paid the rent on the lease.

So you apply, and somebody has to
make a decision. Those decisions used
to be made at the local level. Not any-
more. Now the Biden administration
has said: We know better than any of
you people out around the country. We
will make all of the decisions out of
Washington.

The decision they have made is they
are not going to give any of these per-
mits to drill. That is why the President
could say: They are not drilling.

Well, you are not letting people drill.

Now, we are not talking about a cou-
ple of leases; we are talking about
thousands and thousands—over 4,000
leases—that are tied up that way.

We have another group of leases that
is tied up by environmental activists
who love to sue to stop energy explo-
ration. They want to Kkeep it in the
ground.

So companies are paying their rental
fees. They want to explore for energy,
but they are being blocked by the ad-
ministration. Then they are being
blamed by that same administration
for not exploring for energy.

The President says: Use it or lose it.

Well, that is the law of the land right
now. If it doesn’t produce oil or gas
within 10 years, you actually lose the
permit. He doesn’t want to explain that
to folks.

If the lease does produce energy, if it
does produce oil, then the government
actually reaps the benefits from that.
They get tax money from that. That
helps to pay for many of the things
that we do as a government. In Wyo-
ming, in our State areas, we use it to
help with paying for education, with
paying for healthcare. These are vital
services in the community that are
paid for by the successful exploration
and recovery of energy that is cur-
rently underground and that Joe Biden
wants to keep underground.
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